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~ The MAILING DATE of this co mmunication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- ExtZZ Tof time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be tamely filed 

Failure to reolv within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. §133). 
"- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even ,f tamely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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I )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3/8/01 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I nnatters Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-9 and 17-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 10-16 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-9, drawn to a process of making a pressure intensifier, classified 
in class 264, subclass 401 . 

II. Claims 10-16, drawn to an apparatus for making a pressure inesnifier, 
classified in class 425, subclass 174.4. 

III. Claims 17-20, drawn to a pressure intensifier, classified in class 249, 
subclass 183. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the process as claimed can be practiced by another and 
materially different apparatus such as an apparatus including a heater (for curing the 
injected fluid material) or an apparatus including either a differential gas pressure 
system or a movable ejector (for removing the cured pressure intensifier from the mold). 

3. Inventions I and III are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case, the product as claimed can be made by 
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another and materially different process such as a process wherein the mold is made by 
lost-wax casting or by numerically-controlled (NC) machining. 

4. Inventions II and III are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the 
apparatus can be used for making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this 
case, the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different apparatus 
such as an apparatus including lost-wax casting means or a numerically-controlled (NC) 
machine. 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. During a telephone conversation between Robert C. Klinger, applicant's 
representative, and Examiner Tentoni, GAU 1732, on 07 March 2003, a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group II, claims 10-16. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 1-9 and 17-20 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Langer 
et al. 

Langer teaches the claimed apparatus having a computer (13) that utilizes a 
CAD program (Col. 2, lines 47) and a rapid prototyping apparatus (Col. 1, lines 10-21), 
specifically a stereolithography device. 

The creation of the product for joining together to form a mold and means of 
injecting material between the molds is an intended use of the apparatus. The process 
of taking the product of the rapid prototyping apparatus and combining to form a mold 
and then injecting material into the mold is a method claim. This will not be considered 
because intended used are not considered in apparatus claims and the applicants have 
already elected the apparatus claims without traverse and did not elect the method 
claims. 
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9. Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hull. 
Hull teaches the claimed apparatus having a computer (28) that utilizes a CAD 

program (Col. 2, line 30) and a rapid prototyping apparatus (Col. 2, lines 37-48), 
specifically a stereolithography device. 

The creation of the product for joining together to form a mold and means of 
injecting material between the molds is an intended use of the apparatus. The process 
of taking the product of the rapid prototyping apparatus and combining to form a mold 
and then injecting material into the mold is a method claim. Consequently, the means 
for injecting the fluid material, the mold portions and sealing the portions together are 
subsequent intended use of the apparatus. This will not be considered because 
intended used are not considered in apparatus claims and the applicants have already 
elected the apparatus claims without traverse and did not elect the method claims. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Masters. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel S. Luk whose telephone number is (703) 
305-1558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 to 4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on (703) 308-0457. The fax phone 
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numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



0651. 



E.L 

March 21, 2003 
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